
The Baraga Bulletin (ISSN 1047-5044)
is published by the Bishop Baraga Association
Executive Director: Lenora McKeen
Designed by: Carley Challender

Baraga Educational Center & Museum
615 S. Fourth Street, Marquette, MI 49855
BishopBaragaAssoc@gmail.com
www.bishopbaraga.org
906-227-9117

Bishop Frederic 
Baraga

Volume 74  Number 4  WINTER 2022 
A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF THE 

BISHOP BARAGA ASSOCIATION

1797- 2022

225 years of History 
Celebrating Bishop Baraga 

Hours of Operation 
April 1 - November 30 

Monday - Friday: 12:00pm - 5:00pm
December 1 - March 31

Thursday & Friday:  12:00 - 5:00pm
 

Weekends and other times by appointment
Prayer Gardens open daily

 

 Stain Glass window, Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal - Toronto, Canada Photo by:  Mike McKeen



Bishop Baraga Association 
Baraga Educational Center and Museum 

Dear Friends of Baraga,

Happy Holidays!  It is hard to believe that we are almost through another year.
We are so busy at the Association with many important projects under way. Let’s
see if I can succinctly give you an update of some of the happenings.

February 11, 2023 Fr. Tim and I will travel to Holiday, Florida for our Florida
Baraga Days event. On March 30th, the Diocese of Marquette will hold their
annual Spring Study Day. 

Letter From Our executive director

Fr. Maurice Henry Sands the Executive Director of the Black and Indian Mission Office in Washington,
DC, and a priest in the Archdiocese of Detroit will be the keynote speaker. Fr. Sands will speak about
how Bishop Baraga fostered Eucharistic devotion in the Native Americans he served. Fr. Sands is a
member of the Ojibway, Ottawa, and Potawatomi tribes, known together as Anishnaabe. 

On June 9 – 10, 2023 the Diocese of Marquette will host a Diocesan Eucharistic Congress at the
Superior Dome in Marquette, MI as part of the National Eucharistic Revival. A Eucharistic Congress is a
large gathering of clergy, religious, and laity to bear witness to the Real Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist. The event features dynamic talks, a children's track and teen track, and lots of opportunities
for spiritual enrichment, including Eucharistic Adoration and Confession. Details can be found later in this
bulletin.

Before you know it Baraga Days 2023 will be here. As shared in the last edition, this will be a one-day
event, on September 9, 2023, in Sault Ste. Marie, MI.

In addition to these events, we are planning for the installation of the new 8-foot carving created by
Jenna (Barosko) Silkworth. We are eager to have the carving in the Prayer Garden to honor the many
First Nation tribes that Bishop Baraga ministered to and was so dear to him. Watch our Facebook page
(BishopBaragaAssoc) and our website for updates.

Finally, we are working on publishing new works and republishing some of Bishop Baraga’s original
writings. Please look at our "Wish List" on the back, inside page of this bulletin.  We would greatly
appreciate your support in making these goals a reality.  

Another important thing on our  "Wish List" is the funding to put up 2 roadside billboards next summer to
increase awareness of the Baraga Educational Center and Museum.  This summer we placed one
billboard on the west end of Marquette County on  Highway 41.  It was in place from the end of June until
the end of August.  We experienced a substantial increase in visits to the Museum AND on our website
(including our online store - June = 796; July = 1,200, Aug. = 1,000, and Sept. 708).  Prior to putting up
the billboard, we average a little over 500 monthly visits to our website.   

Thank you all for your commitment and generosity to Bishop Baraga’s Cause. With your support, we can
accomplish the work of continuing his mission. We are blessed to receive an occasional grant but
otherwise, our funding comes from your support through donations and merchandise purchases. Please
help us sustain Bishop Baraga’s Cause, the BBA, and the Baraga Educational Center and Museum by
continuing your financial support.

May Venerable Bishop Baraga intercede for all of us.

Len 



Thank you all for allowing me to tell my experience.

 I am a devout Catholic and pray a lot for the world. I pride myself in knowing most of all the saints.
But I was wrong, I didn’t know a lot of the saints until I downloaded the Hallow App on my phone
which introduced me to a lot of the saints. Before my son and I went to Marquette, MI I really didn’t
even know who Bishop Baraga was.

 In July of this past year my son and I went up to Marquette as I wanted to visit Pictured Rocks
which happens to be on my bucket list along with the Tahquamenon Falls, Sault St. Marie, and
Cross in the Woods. 
 We did the usual tours of Marquette and Munising. We visited the Cathedral in Marquette and the
Bishop Baraga Museum. Since my son is a Catholic priest, we always visit most of the churches in
the area if we have time. On this particular day, we timed it so that we had plenty of time to visit St.
Peter Cathedral, take pictures, and visit Bishop Baraga. I said my prayer in the Cathedral and that
was it. 

 My son and I then went on to Tahquamenon Falls and Sault St. Marie. I’ve never been to this part
of my home state and after my husband died from COVID in 2021, this is something that I wanted to
do.

 In Sault St. Marie we toured the Soo Locks. We then ventured over to the Holy Name of Mary
Proto-Cathedral. That was there I had my first encounter with Bishop Frederic Baraga. I was drawn
to his chair. When I placed both of my hands on the arms where he placed his hands, I really can’t
explain the feeling that came over me it was like his blood started flowing through my body. I
experienced an immediate connection with Bishop Baraga and felt his presence throughout my
entire body, I got the chills, my forehead started to sweat, and I was mesmerized by this
phenomenon that I couldn’t take myself away from his chair. I prayed for a very long time. Finally,
my son asked me to sit down and pray. I stayed a long time in the front pew closer to his chair as I
wanted to be very close to the feeling I had from this experience. 

 The next day we were to leave for home, but I asked my son if we could go back to the Holy Name
of Mary Proto-Cathedral so that I could pray again with Bishop Baraga. My son graciously said, of
course. I couldn’t wait to get back into the church to place my hands on the arms of the chair where
Bishop Baraga placed his hands. I can’t explain the feeling that came over me again, as if his blood
was flowing from his hands into my being. What a wonderful, powerful but also scary feeling, if
you’ve never experienced this. Again, I prayed for everyone and for World Peace. My son and I
stayed some time just praying in the church with this wonderful Bishop by my side. I was so drawn
to him like I’ve never been drawn to any saint before and I’ve visited a lot of churches and holy
places with relics in Europe, the United States, Canada, and the Caribbean.

I gathered all the information from this church to familiarize myself with who Bishop Baraga really
was. I thought to myself why am I so mesmerized by this person, I didn’t even know who he was
before mid-July. On our travels home I started reading about him and what he really meant to the
Upper Peninsula. 
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My Personal Experience with Bishop Baraga

Lives Touched By

By:  Christine Bugarin



After my trip to the UP in the middle of August I picked up a Bishop Baraga novena which I started to
pray. During my second day of the Novena, I received a call from my son who is a Monsignor with the
Archdiocese of Detroit and the leader of his parish, St. Joan of Arc. 

My son had informed me that Fr. Rich Bartoszek’s mother, Sally Cabot, who had COVID had taken a
turn for the worse. Fr. Rich was called at 4:00 am by her nursing home to come to Manistee as they
didn’t think his mom would survive the day. 

After that phone call, I picked up my Novena book and poured myself into praying for Fr. Rich’s mom.
So, for the next few days, I prayed and prayed to Bishop Baraga, and I felt his blood flowing through
my being. Two days after finishing the novena, my son said that Fr. Rich called and said that his mom
had vastly improved. She was up, talking and conversing again. To this day, Sally Cabot is doing very
well. I attribute this to Bishop Baraga’s intervention and praying the novena to Sally Cabot’s recovery. 
 I wanted to convey my story as I feel that it is so important that my encounter with Bishop Baraga
and Sally Cabot’s recovery is because of my prayers and his divine intervention.
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Lives Touched By Continued

Mark your calendars
The three-year National Eucharistic Revival is a "movement to restore understanding and
devotion to this great mystery here in the United States."

The theme "One Thing is Necessary" is taken from Jesus' words in Luke 10:42.  This is the motto
of Bishop Frederic Baraga.  Bishop Baraga was dedicated to the Eucharist and bringing people to
the sacraments.  His book Heavenly Roses, written in 1846, includes a chapter specifically on
"The Mass and Visits to the Blessed Sacrament."  This chapter has been translated and will be
available for purchase in 2023 to coincide with Spring Study Day (March 30, 2023) and The
Eucharistic Congress.

Don't miss this opportunity to learn more about the Eucharist!
For details and to register visit:  https://yoopercatholic.com/revival
 



A look back at 2022  

Please contact the BBA if you are interested in receiving a private blessing (906-227-9117)

108 private  Blessings200 people privately venerated
Bishop Baraga's crucifix

396 Visitors to the Baraga Educational Center & Museum 
from 22 states, Canada, India, and Slovenia.
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SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAMS
VOTIVE WALL PLAQUE PRAYER GARDEN BRICKS

$500

4 x 8 bricks are $225 each
buy one, get one for $125 thru Dec. 31st

Each brick accommodates:
1) Up to three lines of text
2) 14 characters per line (incl. spaces between words)
3) May use symbols (below); 1 symbol = 4 characters

***ALL PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE IN U.S. DOLLARS***  

Become a part of history through this opportunity
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A look back at 2022

Over 1600 visitors to the Baraga Chapel

from 40 states, Canada, England, France,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Mexico,

Slovenia, and Ukraine.

201 attendees for music on the porch
Music on the Porch was held weekly
on Thursday evenings throughout the

summer of 2022 
 
 

Over 688 Volunteer Hours
A special thank you to our friends at MARESA

for folding & stuffing bulletins for us!

Storytime was held Tuesday afternoons
on the porch in summer of 2022.

 49 attendees at Storytime

Put up our first billboard in Michigan

Baraga Days 2023

Holy Name of Mary Catholic Church
320 East Portage Avenue
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan

 

Saturday, September 9, 2023



‘Saintly Bishop, I have come to visit your hallowed shrine
To pay tribute to your nobel work for God and fellow man.

And I pondered as I traveled in the comfort of a car
How you visited your missions on foot each weary mile,

And I wonder Frederic Baraga how this country looked to you?
Did you thrill at the wild beauty of its forests, lakes and hills?
At the blazing leaves of autumn, breathtaking in their hues?

And I think of your first winter with its howling winds and snows.
How a stranger ever endured it, only God will ever know.

None of us can guess the hardships you suffered every day,
While you could have lived in comfort in your home land far away.

But when the spring came softly and the deep white drifts succumbed,
To the gentle rains of April and the warmth of May-time sun,
Did your heart not gladden at the first green leaves of birch,

And silver willow kittens curled on slender stems?
Was the fragrance of arbutus a sweet discovery?

Did you smile when furry creatures scampered over your paths surprised?
Did you pause to watch the frolic of a doe with spotted fawn?

Were you startled at the drumming of some unexpected grouse?
Had you no fear of wild beasts that haunted every trail?

Were you challenged by the rapids that you shot in frail canoe?
Were you awed by great Superior that lapped on every side?

Did the summer pass too quickly to accomplish all you planned?
Oh, Baraga, you must have loved this land you served full well,

So, from your place in Heaven today, I pray, bless it and us.’

Bishop Baraga Association 
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Written in Potomac, Maryland, July 27, 1967
To Miss Fleury on August 18, 1967 by Mrs. A.M. Mize

Saintly Bishop Poem

"Only One Thing Is Necessary"
-Bishop Frederic Baraga



Dear friends and devotees of Venerable Frederic Baraga,

The holiday season is upon us, so I looked into Bishop Baraga’s
diary for some entries around November-December to find some
inspiration. Instead of some beautiful passage about Christ
bringing light to a darkened world, or the comfort of friends and
loved ones gathering for a celebration, I stumbled across this note:

November 27, 1857: “Today I broke my pectoral cross, like my
pastoral ring on the 7th. What kind of omen and sign is this again?
– It is a certain sign of ineptitude and imprudence.”

Bishop Baraga Association 
Baraga Educational Center and Museum 

Letter From Our Chaplain 

Our dear Bishop Baraga is so wonderfully human. He had bad days – even months! – and did stupid
things. How much comfort I find in that, as I stumble and mumble my way through my life. Like him, I
try to remind myself that the one thing truly necessary is deepening my relationship with God, but all
too often, find myself sinking into the bog of day-to-day worries, agonizing over decisions made and
decisions to be made, wondering if God is sending me signs when in reality, the things that trip me
up are usually evidence, not of some divine intervention, but rather my own ineptitude and
imprudence. 

What to do? Soldier on, like our intrepid patron. Keep my nose to the grindstone, as it were, and trust
that God is accomplishing through my halting efforts what is good and pleasing to Him. 

I hope and pray that your holiday celebrations are refreshing. It is good that we celebrate the birth of
Christ as the crowning of the year - but remember the real celebration we are preparing for is His
Return. Be watchful and ready, like Bishop Baraga was. Resolve to make a good confession this
Advent and rejoice, in the morning, when He comes!

God bless you all,    
Fr. Tim Ferguson
Chaplain

Like us on Facebook & Follow us on Instagram

67 followers
719 likes

762 followers

Visit us at bishopbaraga.org

2022 ONLINE  Engagement    

7,584 views on 
our website

3,226 visitors
from 35 countries

Help us reach 1,000 followers in 2023!



A S S O C I A T I O N  N E W S

In Thanksgiving for Very Rev. Timothy Ferguson by Mary Ann Ferguson;
IN THANKSGIVING

Bishop Baraga Foundation – L’Anse, MI; Catholic Extension
SUPPORT FROM Groups

Stella Babic; Kathleen Baumann; Barb Blanco; Bev Bolwerk; Karen Bonvecchio; Rev. John
Boyle; Bob Brusda; Antonia Burich; Lucy Dewitt; Most Rev. Thomas Dowd; Mary Ann
Ferguson; Patricia Grochowski; Nancy Haun; Luz Infante; Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Junak; 
Harvey Kerr; Scott Kessler; Elizabeth Kolenko; Thomas Kurkowski; Ron Lehrter; Len McKeen;
Ann Nowak; Janice Parker; Kathleen Pesola; David Schmitz; Diane Sharp; Suzanne
Shermetaro; Mary Shusta; Randy Skeate; Rich Skinner; Jeanette Skul; Alojzij Stefan; 
Heidi Swalve; Timothy & Marcia Tarczynski; Ann Tinsdale; Thomas Turk; Elaine Baraga
Vacha; Mary Valenti; James Vanderlaan; James Verney; Rebecca Vogel; Joseph Wallace;
Herb Wegener; Valerie Wilson; Kendra Youren; Paul Zuiker

SUPPORT FROM INDIVIDUALS

Youth Members are an incredibly valuable part of the BBA’s community. As the Baraga
Educational Center & Museum continues to grow, please consider purchasing a $5.00
membership for your child or teen that is valid until their 18th birthday. As part of their
membership, they will receive an online bulletin on our website targeting their age group
and together, we can follow in Bishop Baraga’s footsteps.

Sign Your child/teen up for a BISHOP BARAGA YOUTH MEMBERShip

Do you or anyone you know share Bishop Baraga’s birthday on June 29th?
For years, lifetime member, June Burich, promoted the life of Bishop Baraga. Her daughter,
Antonia Burich will continue the Bishop Baraga Birthday Cub. Please write to Antonia at 243
Pewabic St, Laurium, MI 49913-0735 if you or someone you know shares Bishop Baraga’s
birthday and would like to be added to the Baraga Birthday Club.

JOIN THE BISHOP BARAGA BIRTHDAY CLUB

Rev. Barnubas Kiss; Rev. John Ezratty; Marina Lachecki; Rev. Franciso Radecki; 
Elaine Baraga Vacha; Rebecca Vogel; 

NEW BISHOP BARAGA MEMBERS

Other ways to celebrate and work with us
Volunteer with the BBA

Pray for Bishop Baraga's Cause for Canonization 
Walk the Prayer Gardens with us and say the Rosary 
Tell your friends about the Bishop Baraga Association 

Visit the Baraga Educational Center and Museum 
Share the education and history of The Man. The Priest. The Bishop.
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Baraga MERCHANDISE

We have added new merchandise!

 



MERCHANDISE & GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
MERCHANDISE ITEM                                                                                                                   qUANTITY                tOTAL

SUPPORT FOR THE BBA & BARAGA'S CAUSE FOR CANONIZATION

***aLL PAYMENTS & DONATIONS MUST BE MADE IN U.s. dOLLARS***

MAIL FORM & CHECK TO: bISHOP bARAGA association,  615 South Fourth street,  MARQUETTE, MICHIGAN 49855

US SHIPPING & HANDLING
Up to $25.........................$7
Up to $50.........................$9
Over $50........................$12
International: Call the BBA

General donation $________   Baraga Educational Center $________
In   thanksgiving for/  memory of:    (< circle which applies)
    Name:_________________________________________________
Rome expenses only: $________
Membership (1 yr adult $20) $________  Name:___________________________
Membership (1 yr youth $5) $________   Name:___________________________
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Replacement "Open" Flag for the BECM

Prayer Cards in Ojibwe & Vietnamese (for our supporting parish in Florida)
 Push Lawn Mower & Gas Can 

Resin Shed (8 ft x 7 ft) & cement slab to store Garden Furniture 
Printing/Distributing resources for the Prayer Gardens including

Baraga Billboard– 2 locations (on the East and West entries to Marquette) 

Publishing (Republishing) Baraga’s original writings

Translating (from Slovenian to English) & Publishing (in its entirety)  

$250

$500

$2,000

           Baraga’s Stations of the Cross

$3,000

           Includes Set up fee for both BillBoards  and June, July, Aug (12 weeks)

$5,000

 $7,000

           Heavenly Roses written by Frederic Baraga in 1846  
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Shop the BBA store online or 
in person for great holiday gifts

New T-Shirts are here! 

Find Baraga inspired gifts 
for the whole family 

including memberships, 
blankets, ornaments, 

new t-shirt designs and more 

Go to our website to find all of our
merchandise at www.bishopbaraga.org

S - XL $20
2XL $22

S - XL $28
2XL $30

S - XL $28
2XL $30

Only 10 Blankets remaining!


