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through Fr. Ben and (then) Bishop Sample.  
  In 2014, Bishop John Doerfler was installed as the 13th successor of Bishop Frederic Baraga as the
Bishop of the Diocese of Marquette. He quickly familiarized himself with the canonization process and
turned over communication with the postulator and his office in Rome to myself, while remaining very
involved. 
    In 2016, I was offered a full-time position as the Executive Director. Bylaws were written and
executed for the BBA. An Advisory Board was created and a decision to renovate the Baraga House
became a reality. 
    The postulator visited Marquette in 2017 and 2018. Showing his support for the cause of Venerable
Bishop Baraga.
    Today the ministry of the Bishop Baraga Association has grown significantly while the mission of
educating others about the life and labors of this saintly man remains the same. Bishop Baraga's
cause for canonization remains the priority of the BBA. 
    In order to reach that goal, it is imperative to demonstrate to Rome and the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints the support for Bishop Baraga's cause. This support is demonstrated by the number
of members, the financial support, and the growth of the Association.
    In August 2018 the Baraga Educational Center and Museum was opened. In 2019, the Prayer
Garden and Votive House were completed. All have been blessed by Bishop Doerfler.
    The Center serves as a pilgrimage destination, a place of reflection and inspiration as well as an
opportunity to learn more about the impact Bishop Baraga had on the Upper Peninsula. 
    We have grown significantly in the last 10 years. Many people have come to know Bishop Baraga
and have reported personal intercessions.
    I continue to pray for the beatification and canonization of this incredible man, as well as the

Dear Friends,
     It is hard to believe that 2021 is coming to a close. While the
pandemic continues to affect us, we are grateful that 2021 proved to
be a much better year financially than 2020. This was in part due to a
generous donor who included the BBA in their estate planning.  
    As I approach my 10th anniversary working for the Bishop Baraga
Association, I have spent a lot of time reflecting on my tenure. When I
started in 2012, I was working 20 hours a week. A few of Bishop
Baraga’s artifacts, which I was privileged to see every day, resided in
a glass, corner case in my office. At that time, Fr. Ben Paris was the
Executive Director. Communication with our postulator in Rome came  

sustainability of the BBA and the
Baraga Educational Center and
Museum.
 Thank you for your trust, support
and dedication over the last 10
years. May God bless each and
every one of you.
              God Bless,Len 

Lenora Mckeen

Did You Know...?
...that the Bishop Baraga Association is funded completely by 

your generous donations and occasional grant funding?
 We do not receive funding from the Diocese of Marquette. 

We are deeply indebted to all of you for
your ongoing support as we continue to work towards 

the canonization of Venerable Bishop Baraga.
 

Letter from Our Executive Director
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Dear friends and devotees of Venerable Frederic Baraga,
    One of the keys to understanding the writings and preaching of Bishop
Baraga is to have a grasp of the heresy of Jansenism, against which
Bishop Baraga was a staunch foe, from the early years of his priesthood.
Jansenism was a heresy, rooted in the writings of Cornelius Jansen (1585-
1638), which over-emphasized the impact of original sin. Pope Innocent X
condemned Jansenism in 1653 and Clement XI further condemned it in
1713. Jansenism taught that most people were predestined to be damned,
and God’s grace only helped people become holy enough for heaven.
Jansenists denied the role our free will plays in

accepting and cooperating with God’s grace. Jansenism led to few people approaching the
Sacraments, since they were constantly reminded of their unworthiness. It also led to widespread
immorality since, if most were going to be damned anyway, why bother struggling against sinful
temptation? Jansenism, even after it’s clear condemnation, cast a long shadow over the Church, even
to our own day.  
    In contrast to the Jansenist’s pessimistic view of humanity, St. Clement Hofbauer, a mentor of
Bishop Baraga from his days as a student in Vienna, preached the goodness of humanity, marred by
original sin, to be sure, and constantly struggling against disordered passions, but nonetheless
beloved by God and capable of great virtue in cooperation with God’s grace. Bishop Baraga saw in
the kindness and gentleness of the Native American people a goodness that would flower when
introduced to the Gospel message of Jesus’ salvific love. His eagerness to share with the flock
entrusted to his care that great message of salvation inspired his preaching and his writing, which
remain profitable for our meditation today. We are not miserable wretches, incapable of virtue, but
beloved sons and daughters of God, redeemed by Christ and called by Him to an eternal reward that
is ours if we only cooperate with God’s grace. 
                                                                                      God bless you all,
                                                                                        Fr. Tim Ferguson, Chaplain

Letter from the Chaplain

Update on the Carving by Jenna BArosko
Jenna Barosko has begun work on the chainsaw carving she is creating for the
Baraga Educational Center and Museum Prayer Garden. The carving will be a
cross surrounded by nine animals, representing nine of the clans to whom
Bishop Baraga ministered, and a pair of snowshoes. Barosko has selected the
log for the carving and has it situated in an upright position, ready to be carved.
The log is white ash, three - feet in diameter.  It is the same type of wood as the
Bishop Baraga carving already located in the Prayer Garden (the two trees grew
up side by side). To learn more about the carving, check out "Baraga Days 2021"
in the fall edition (vol. 73, no.3) of The Baraga Bulletin, available at
https://bishopbaraga.org/past-bulletin-editions/.
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“At 3:00 p.m. I arrived in the Sault and received many letters, some very
pleasing. 
    IHS 
    Among them one from the Leopoldine Society with $437.50 (worth
$11,882.24 in 2021). Thanks be to God a thousand times!” 
Bishop Frederic Baraga wrote this in his diary on August 29, 1862. Bishop
Baraga often noted “IHS” in his Diary entries. IHS is a Christogram—a
combination of letters that represent the holy name “Jesus.”
    Named after Leopoldina, the Empress of Brazil, the Leopoldine Society
was a great supporter of Bishop Baraga and his missionary work. The
Society was created in 1829 with the approval of Pope Leo XII after more
than a year of meetings initiated by Leopold Maximiliam Graf von Firmian,
the Archbishop of Vienna and an audience with the Emperor, Francis II.
“The Society modeled itself upon the Society for the Propagation of the

Leopoldine Society

Faith, founded in Lyon, France in 1822.”
    During that year, public meetings were held which resulted in statutes being adopted including a
stipulation that it would be known as the Leopoldine Society and would only exist in Austria-Hungary.
Various documents state that it was named after St. Leopold, the Patron Saint of Austria. However it
was also to preserve the memory of Marie Leopoldina, Archduchess of Austria and Empress of Brazil
who was a favorite daughter of Francis II who died in 1826.
    Bishop Baraga’s diary and letters often reference the Leopoldine Society, which supported his
mission and others in the United States. The Archbishop of Vienna was inspired to create a Society
similar to France after the arrival of Fr. Frederick Rese in 1827 to Europe. Fr. Rese was sent to recruit
priests and obtain assistance for the Diocese of Cincinnati by Bishop Edward Fenwick. The Catholic
Encyclopedia notes; “He was received everywhere most cordially and inspired those with whom he
came in contact with a great interest in the American missions. His graphic descriptions of the New
World, the great possibilities for the Church, the scarcity of priests and the prevailing poverty of the
missions awoke a general public interest in the welfare of the American missions.”
    A brochure was created in all the languages of the monarchy with the regulations. Praying for the
missions and about two cents per week gradually began to add up.
    Bishop Fenwick received a first draft in April of 1830 for $10,256.04 and four months later a second
one for $5,200.00. This was "to afford ample help and not to deal out the money in small bits and give
relief practically to nobody” (Berichte der Leopoldinen Stiftung, I). “The general interest awakened by
the society for the American missions not only brought out out funds but donations of church utensils,
Mass paraphernalia, paintings, statuary, etc.”
   The beneficiaries of the Leopoldine Society donations were mainly dioceses in the United States
including Detroit, Marquette, Chicago and Milwaukee.
    More important though was the missionary activity that it inspired and supported. Bishop Frederic 

Maria Leopoldina of Austria (Portrait by
Joseph Kreutzinger, c.1815; public
domain)

                                                                                                         continued on next page
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O my God! I thank you for all the kindnesses that my friends and benefactors
show me through the help of your holy grace. O Lord! Take everything they’ve
done just as it would be done unto you, and with the eternal heavenly reward
return to them all the kindnesses that they have shown me in body and in spirit.
Show them mercy, as they have shown mercy to me, and may their great reward
be you alone. And give me a grateful heart so that I will show all my friends and
benefactors gratitude in word and deed, and always pray for them until together
with them I enter into eternal life. Amen.

Prayer for Friends & Benefactors

From Dushna pasha: Pasture for the Soul by Frederic Baraga

Baraga was the first missionary to benefit from these donations. Other notable missionaries that
followed him include St. John Neumann (Bishop of Philadelphia), Fr. Joseph Salzmann (one of the
first rectors of St. Francis de Sales Seminary in Milwaukee), Fr. Fredrick Rese (founder of the Society
and the first Bishop of Detroit) and Fr. Ignatius Mrak (second Bishop of Marquette) among many
others.
    “In 1908 Pope Pius X removed the Catholic Church of the United States from the jurisdiction of the
Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith. It was no longer mission territory.”
    Some sources state that the Leopoldine Society ceased to exist due to the start of World War I with
dates varying between 1910 to 1921. Its extraordinary and historical impact is still recognized today.

, continuedLeopoldine Society

Sources
Rezek Antoine, "The Leopoldine Society". In The Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: The Encyclopedia Press. 1914. April 4, 2016
Thomas Lester, The Boston Pilot, December 21, 2018
Jonathan Singerton, Historian, Writer, Thinker, July 8, 2020 
Castillo, Dennis A., "Foreign Support for the American Mission", America, October 22 201
CPI Inflation Calculator, www.in2013dollars.com

shared Vincent.
 “He married and baptized [our] ancestors on Madeline Island, including Francois Lamoureux and
Ely Genereux,” continued Garceau. “Because they married Anishinaabe women, the special
relationship [Bishop Baraga] had with the Ojibwe is important to me….Bishop Baraga will always
have special meaning to me.”
 For all that Baraga did, Vincent thinks it’s easy to “picture [Baraga] being 6'-6" [even though] he
was only 5'-4”. Vincent concludes, “Bishop Baraga was a giant in what he did and accomplished.”

, continued from page 9Lives Touched by Bishop Baraga 
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I recommend very earnestly this young, weak mission, which, like
young plants, is in need of much care, to the prayers of all the
participants and especially of the benefactors of the very benevolent
Leopoldine society. Much good will be done through the kind
contributions, which this salutary society transmits to the missioner,
but even incomparably more will be effected through united pious
prayers of so many zealous souls. Therefore I cannot commend my
new mission to the prayers of the members and participants of the
Leopoldine society enough, and with strength and urgency, to the
Most Blessed the Most Powerful Virgin Mary, to whom it is given to
root out heresy in all the world, that she may constantly pray to
Jesus for us.

    Excerpt from letter of Frederic Baraga, missioner, to the Leopoldine Society
    Written at the Mission of St. Mary, Grand River on October 12, 1833

Visit us at bishopbaraga.org

Like us @BishopBaragaAssociation & Follow us on Instagram

73 followers

from Slovenia (7.2%), Canada, Honduras, Nigeria, Philippines,
Kenya, Malayasia, Ecuador, Netherlands

642 likes

667 followers
11,921 total reach with top post reaching 3,700 people

7,135 views
3,231 visitors

from US, China, Slovenia (5.8%), Canada, Bosnia &
Herzegovina, UK, Germany, Ireland, Philippines, S. Korea

Connect with Us!

Find past issues of the Baraga
Bulletin, blog posts, Baraga Days
content, and more on our website

2021 Fiscal Year Engagement November 1, 2020 to October 24, 2021
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A Look at our 2021 Season

1346 visitors to the Baraga Chapel
from 41 states, Canada, Guatemala, Italy, Ireland, Brazil, Slovenia, India, Peru, Germany, Poland, and Norway

March 19 to October 19, 2021

340 Tours of the Baraga Educational Center & Museum April 30 to October 22, 2021

33 Participants Praying the Rosary in the Prayer gardens
every Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.

Nine weeks

597.5 Volunteer Hours
in addition to the volunteer hours of our gardeners and snow removal assistants

November 1, 2020 to October 30, 2021

26 Blessings
(amidst the coronavirus pandemic)

January 18, 2021 to October 17, 2021



Silence. Then, starts the steady, rhythmic beating
of the drum. Over the heartbeat drumming, a
voice calls out in soul-stirring song. Three more
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Bishop BaragaBishop Baraga
Lives Touched byLives Touched by

Bishop Baraga

voices join in singing the descending pentatonic melody, repeating it four times to send it out to the
four ends of the earth.
    This is the sound of the Teal Lake Singers, a Native American drum group with members from
across Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The Teal Lake Singers drum and sing at community, school/
educational, and ceremonial events. For several years, they have also been a part of Baraga Days.
    The leader and custodian of the drum T.J. Derwin believes it is worth participating in Baraga Days.
He says that, unlike tragic efforts in the past by some to suppress Native Americans’ rights and
culture, Baraga Days is an event that helps in healing past wrongs. “By being able to come here and
talk, we use this as an opportunity to address some of these concerns, open up a dialogue, and
encourage some accountability and healing for past wrongs,” Derwin said. “We agreed to come and
share some of our teachings and traditional stories as a way to bridge gaps between our cultures and
to reclaim some of our power to drum, sing, and share our stories in public.”
    Much like Baraga Days itself, Bishop Frederic Baraga stands out against those tragic efforts in the
past by defending Native Americans' rights and his deep care and concern for Native Americans.
    In fact, drummer Paul Perrault calls Baraga one of the Catholic Church’s “secrets”. He said, “We
hear all about other people that crusaded throughout the world doing things,..but you don’t hear a lot
[about crusaders] in the Catholic Faith.” He explains that Baraga was a man who “did something that
was very exceptional in his time and for his time”, crusading against injustices being done toward the
Native Americans in the Great Lakes region.
    “He fought for Indigenous peoples’ rights in this area at a time when that was highly, highly
unpopular,” pointed out drummer Joe Wallace. As the U.S. government began buying up land in the
Great Lakes area through treaties, Baraga fought with the government to keep Native Americans on
their land and to ensure that the terms of treaties were fair. Wallace exclaimed, “I love Bishop
Baraga.”
 “I read his diary and realized the scope of his mission—how he sacrificed to travel in all kinds of
weather for all people,” Wallace continued. “I appreciate his sacrifice.”
 That sacrifice affected John Vincent and Danny Garceau, two brothers and fellow drummers, in a
very personal way. The brothers note that Baraga took great care of the Ojibwe—learning their
language and culture, translating Scriptures and prayers into their language, and “giv[ing] of himself
and his personal wealth to help them”.
 Some of those Ojibwe were Vincent and Garceau’s own ancestors. “We have a connection to Bishop
Baraga: some of our ancestors helped Bishop Baraga build the first church over on Madeline Island,” 

                                                                                                         continued on page 5
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Association news
In memory of Bob Cardinal by Curtis & Jane Chambers; In memory of Joseph Jarc Family by Milena Jarc; In
memory of Adolf Rot by his wife Mary Rot; In memory of deceased members of Smolic Family and Kozelj
Family by Mr. & Mrs. Kozelj

IN MEMORY OF

In honor of Very Rev. Timothy Ferguson by his mother Mary Ann Ferguson
IN THANKSGIVING

Marites Ansay; Jennie Antloga; Bev Moe-Bolwerk; Rev. John Boyle; Michael J. Dunn III; Daniel & Nancy Fisher;
Jason Befort and Heidi Jensen; Doriene Lewis; Amelia Maslac; Mike & Len McKeen; Dr. & Mrs. Peter Murk;
Laurie Nedeau; Joan Norton; Bill & Marilyn Richards; Milan & Blazena Rihtar; Francine Valenti; Francka Zabjek 

SUPPORT FROM INDIVIDUALS

For the Cause for Canonization
Miss Karen Kalcic

Barbara Piskorz; Anthony Thelen
NEW BISHOP BARAGA MEMBERS

Do you or anyone you know share Bishop Baraga’s birthday on June 29th? Please write to Antonia Burich at
243 Pewabic St, Laurium, MI 49913-0735 if you or someone you know shares Bishop Baraga’s birthday and
would like to be added to the Baraga Birthday Club.

JOIN THE BISHOP BARAGA BIRTHDAY CLUB

SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAMS
VOTIVE WALL PLAQUE PRAYER GARDEN BRICKS

$500 BUY ONE FOR $250, GET ONE FOR $90  - tHROUGH dEC. 31
Each brick accommodates three lines of text with 14
characters per line (incl. spaces). Symbols (below) may
be used (1 symbol = 4 characters). For other line/
character options, contact the BBA at (906) 227-9117.

***ALL PAYMENTS MUST BE MADE IN U.S. DOLLARS***

THIS FORM MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE MERCHANDISE & DONATION FORM (SEE PAGE 11)

Plaques 
are 5-by-5 
inches

    Additional characters may be   
 used. Contact the BBA for details.



MERCHANDISE & GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
MERCHANDISE ITEM                                                                                                                   qUANTITY                tOTAL

SUPPORT FOR THE BBA & BARAGA'S CAUSE FOR CANONIZATION

***aLL PAYMENTS & DONATIONS MUST BE MADE IN U.s. dOLLARS***

MAIL FORM & CHECK TO: bISHOP bARAGA association,  615 South Fourth street,  MARQUETTE, MICHIGAN 49855

US SHIPPING & HANDLING
Up to $25.........................$7
Up to $50.........................$9
Over $50........................$12
International: Call the BBA

General donation $________   Baraga Educational Center $________
In   thanksgiving for/  memory of:    (< circle which applies)
    Name:_________________________________________________
Rome expenses only: $________
Membership (1 yr adult $20) $________  Name:___________________________
Membership (1 yr youth $5) $________   Name:___________________________
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Join the Bishop Baraga Association
It is essential to the Venerable Bishop Baraga's journey toward Sainthood that people show their support for his
canonization. One way to do this is by becoming a member of the Bishop Baraga Association. Membership in
the Bishop Baraga Association is open to everyone. Members receive the quarterly Baraga Bulletin. Youth
membership is valid until the member's 18th birthday. Youth members receive a membership card, Baraga
button, and prayer card.

Annual gift: $20                 1 year: $20                 2 year: $40                 5 year: $100                Youth membership: $5

Mail to: Bishop Baraga Association  615 South Fourth Street, Marquette, Michigan 49855

Christmas shopping? Here's our picks:

Rosary

OrnamentBaraga's Diary

DVDs

Our Gift shop is stocked & ready for you to shop! 
 Avoid shipping charges by shopping local. 
 Visit bishopbaraga.org & 
      select Store from the menu
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DVDs
They Might Be Saints: Bishop Frederic
   Baraga.........................................................
Walking with Baraga: The Joe Gregorich
   Story............................................................

T-SHIRTS (100% COTTON)
Baraga image (S,M).......................................
Follow in His Footsteps (S-2XL; burgundy or
   forest green)...............................................

OTHER
Baraga coat of arms bandanna......................
Backpack (burgundy or forest green).............
Lapel pin (pewter)..........................................
Coffee mug.....................................................
Key chain (pewter).........................................
Baraga magnet (3.5" round)...........................
Window cling (snowshoe design)...................
Baraga candle (glass, six-day burn time).......
Christmas orngament (burgundy or forest
   green)..........................................................

 
 

   $15
 

$15
 

   
   $12

 
$12

 
 

$5
$5
$8
$7

$10
$5
$2

$10
 

$10

MERCHANDISE

BOOKS
The Life and Legacy of Bishop Baraga and 
   the Baraga House by Sandy Jurkovich.......
The Man, His Legacy and the House
   by Russell M. Magnaghi..............................
They Followed Him to America: Slovenian
   Missionaries in the Upper Midwest
   by John (Janez) Vidmar..............................
Prayers for Priests by Caritas Publishing.......
Diary of Bishop Baraga..................................
A Dictionary of the Ojibway Indians
   by Frederic Baraga......................................
Dushna pasha: Pasture for the Soul
   by Frederic Baraga......................................
Short History of the North American Indians
   by Frederic Baraga......................................
The Apostle of the Chippewas
   by Joseph Gregorich...................................
Life and Labors of Rt. Rev. Baraga
   by Fr. Verwyst.............................................
By Cross and Anchor by James K. Jamison..
By Cross and Anchor Study Edition
   by Janet McKenzie......................................
Bishop Baraga ABC Workbook......................
Bishop Baraga ABC Reader..........................
Valiant Lives Dedicated to Bishop Baraga
   by Pauline Scharres....................................

ARTWORK BY LOREANN PARENT
Pencil Drawings of the Life of Baraga............
Baraga Illustrated Notecards..........................
St. Peter Cathedral Notecards.......................
Miscellaneous Baraga Notecards..................

 
 

   $8
 

 
$15

 

 
   

   $20
 

$2
 

$25
 

 
   $25

 

 
$12

 

 
$35

 

 
$10

 

 
$22

 

$15
 

 
$20

 

$3
 

$5
 

 
$15

 
 

$10
$2
$2
$1

 

Give the gift of a 
Bishop Baraga 

Association 
membership 

this Christmas
See page 10

for details
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Collect, organize, and prepare 
information for the 

Congregation for the Causes of Saints
in Rome, when requested, to move 

Bishop Baraga'a cause 
through the 
canonization

 process 

Baraga 
Educational Center

 & Museum and Prayer Garden

Operating Resources: 
 Rent, Utilities,

Maintenance, Exhibits,
Museum Upkeep,

Grounds Keeping, Snow
Removal, Promotional
Material, & Staffing. 

2021 saw 340 tours given
over  6 months 

 

To educate others about
the life and labors of

Venerable Bishop Baraga

The BBA:  Who we are, What we do, and What we need

Bishop Baraga 
Association

Baraga's Cause for 
Canonization

To become a pilgrimage
destination for people to learn

about Bishop Baraga and to be
 a place of inspiration for people

 to deepen in their 
faith

*Executive Director

*Promotional Material

*Educational Resources

Approximately $60,000 / year 
for an active case.

A case is currently
awaiting review by 

the medical experts

Est. 1930

Est. 2019

Opened 1952

We need your continued financial support! 

The above-the-line 
Charitable Contribution 

is extended through 2021. 
 Married filing joint can donate up

to $600 or individuals can 
donate up to $300.  

You can make a contribution to
the BBA for free! 

When filing your taxes these
contributions are refunded.

 

Naming Opportunities are
available for the 

Baraga Educational 
Center and Museum 

and the 
Prayer Garden.  

Contact the BBA for additional
information.

Become a monthly
donor to help
support the

sustainability of
the BBA


