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The Bishop Baraga Association wishes to express
their deep gratitude to Cindy Wedig for restoring

the corpus from our Prayer Garden crucifix
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Lives Touched by…

B
Pauline was born in October 1928 to Joseph and
Mary Gregorich. Two short years later, Joe would
embark on an endeavor that would consume a
significant amount of his time and energy. He helped
establish the Bishop Baraga Association in 1930.
Joe spent the next 50+ years obtaining, cataloging,
translating, and transcribing all of the Baraga
documents that he could find. Joe’s work would
become a large part of Pauline’s life.

A legacy she continues today.
Pauline’s mother Mary was very supportive of

Joe’s work, although it required so much of his time
and the family resources. She knew how important it
was to him. Mary would eventually join Joe in the
Bishop Baraga Association office, making this a
complete family affair.

In 1953, Joe traveled to Europe to obtain
additional Baraga documents. This was a difficult
time in Europe and it was deemed by many to be
unsafe to travel.

Unbeknownst to all, Joe had a secret weapon!
His daughter Pauline was working for the Central
Intelligence Agency. She was on a highly classified
mission. Even her parents did not know she was
working for the CIA. With some help from her Chief of
Station, Pauline’s father was given the credentials of a
“Retired Lieutenant General” that would allow him to
stay with Pauline and give him clearance to many
valuable services, such as the motor pool and a driver.

Joe’s time in Europe was challenging and
more than once he found himself in dangerous
situations. Through Divine intervention, Joe was
able to travel to five countries and obtain the
documents he needed. Those documents would
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